HAPPINESS   BY   THE   UNIT
In all this, the difference between the followers of Bentham and those of the Lord was less one of faith than of temperament Both would have heartily concurred in Dr Watts's scorn of the sluggard, who
" told me his dreams *,
both had the same contempt for vanities, and it is unlikely that an Evangelical Recording Angel would have distinguished more nicely than. Bentham between the merits of poetry (exclusive of hymns) and those of push-pin In spite of their talk of happiness, the utilitarians were the last people to make an art of its pursuit They were as plain living and hard working as the most devout of the elect And they were possessed of the same grim and unsmiling earnestness of moral purpose
They had even, among their leaders, a very colourable imitation of Mr Faircbld, in the shape of James Mill, the son of a Forfarshire shoemaker, trained for the ministry, and combining all the aggressive self-confidence of the self-made Lowlander with the spiritual pride of a Calvimst Holy Willy A not unsympathetic biographer, Sir Leslie Stephen, describes him as " a curious example of a man who, while resolutely discharging every duty, somehow made even his virtues unamiable " His standard of morals is described by his even more famous son, John Stuart, as utilitarian, " taking as the exclusive test of right and wrong, the tendency of actions to produce pleasure or pain But", adds John Stuart, " he had scarcely any belief in pleasure            He thought
human life a poor thing at best, after the freshness of youth and of unsatisfied curiosity had gone by "
Like Mr Fairchild, James Mill must needs undertake the education of his children His modest purpose, ag* regards his firstborn, was defined in a letter to Bentnam, as being "to leave a successot worthy of both of us M He probably did not realise
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